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HP to acquire rights to 
decorative lighting system 
HEWLETT-Packard Co 
(HP) is to acquire the in- 
tellectual properties, 
products and manufac- 
turing rights to an LED- 
based architectural 
decorative-lighting sys- 
tem developed by 
Showers International 
Pty Ltd of Australia. 
Showers International 
will retain exclusive 
rights to market the light- 
ing system in Australia 
and New Zealand and 
non-exclusive rights to 
market it in the rest of 
the world. 
This technology is in- 
tended to become part 
of the intellectual prop- 
erty of the LumiLeds 
Lighting joint venture be- 
tween HP (soon to be 
Agilent Technologies, see 
page 6) and Philips 
Electronics announced 
earlier this year. 
The innovative system 
uses LEDs mounted on a 
linear assembly, sealed in 
a transparent or translu- 
cent extruded polycar- 
bonate pipe. By combin- 
ing straight and curved 
sections with elbows and 
other fittings, the illumi- 
nated pipe can follow the 
contours of building 
rooflines, windows, doors 
and other features. Thus, 
the system can replace 
neon lighting and other 
types of incandescent or 
fluorescent strip lights, 
which are used in many 
architectural decorative 
applications. 
In addition to the low 
voltage, long lifetime ad- 
vantages of the LEDs, the 
system benefits from the 
robustness of the self-sup- 
porting polycarbonate 
structure. This confers 
much greater design flexi- 
bility to the system than 
the brittle glass tubing 
used in both neon and 
fluorescent lamps. 
Showers International 
has already used its light- 
ing system in more than 
150 installations, some of 
which have been in oper- 
ation for as long as 18 
months without the 
need for maintenance. 
The system is creating 
substantial interest from 
a number of additional 
potential customers. 
“HP is acquiring this 
capability as part of its 
commitment to develop 
innovative new products 
and technologies for sol- 
id-state light sources for 
such applications as ar- 
chitectural lighting, illu- 
minated signs and, 
ultimately, area illumina- 
tion,” says Martin 
Schoeppler, signage and 
contour lighting manager 
for HP’s Semiconductor 
Products Group. “LEDs 
are already replacing in- 
candescent bulbs in auto- 
motive exterior lighting, 
traffic signals and a num- 
ber of other specialized 
applications. 
Hewlett Packard; tel +l- 
650-857-1501; fax: +l- 
650-857-5518. 
Briefs...Briefs... 
Rhombic cmp (van- 
couver, Canada), in part- 
nership with the 
univemity of M&ouri, is 
to test its ‘Forced 
Diffusion’ technology 
on n-type diamond films 
for potential microelec- 
tronics applications.The 
company has also re- 
ceived promising SIMS 
results for its wafer pu- 
rification process on Sic 
substrates. 
Sic materials and de- 
vices manufacturer 
Cree Research (Dur- 
ham, NC, USA) has re- 
ceived contracts from 
several customers total- 
ing US$66.6 million for 
shipment through to 
September 2000. These 
orders include the one- 
year renewal of its 
agreement with Osram 
Opto Semiconductors. 
KDF ELectrot& & 
vacuum mces Rlc 
(Orangeburg, NY, USA) 
has acquired the 
Materials Research 
Corp batch in-line sput- 
ter and etch system 
product lines from 
Tokyo Electron Ltd. 
ITT’s GaAsTEK and MicroElectronics merge 
ITT GaAsTEK and ITT 
MicroElectronics Center 
(MEC) have merged their 
operations, both of 
which are located in 
Roanoke,VA, USA. 
“Over the past year 
our customer base, both 
commercial and military, 
have increasingly asked 
for module level solu- 
tions,” says Paul Gralnick, 
president of ITT 
GaAsTEK. “By making 
MEC a part of ITT 
GaAsTEK, we are now 
positioned to supply our 
customers with high vol- 
ume, customer specific 
module solutions.” 
Gralnick says MEC’s ex- 
perience in producing and 
delivering military, com- 
mercial, and space quali- 
tied modules for several 
years was a key advantage. 
‘TIT GaAsTEK has a leg-up 
on competitors just now 
entering the module busi- 
nessi’he says.“We are solid- 
ly in the module design 
and manufacturing busi- 
ness for internal and exter- 
nal customers, and where 
it makes sense, we will 
support module business 
on a subcontract basis.” 
I’M GaAsTEK, found- 
ed in 1981, provides 
GaAs solutions from RF 
to mm-wave for the com- 
mercial and military mar- 
ket place. ITT MEC, also 
founded in 1981, is a 
manufacturing facility 
dedicated to the produc- 
tion of commercial, mili- 
tary, and space qualified 
modules. 
ITT GaAsTEK; tel: +l- 
54(1563&00; fax 
+154(1563-8696. 
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